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Abstract

In studying history, historical maps are the powerful tool helping creation of
conceptual perception of understanding historical contexts, particularly those related to
territorial governance. Historical maps in Thailand traditionally occur in only two forms:
(1) maps of Siam Kingdom with its largest territories in the different periods, and (2) maps
showing the loss of Siam’s territories during the colonization period. These maps,
however, were made in the view of Siam Nationalism which does not correspond to the
real historical context, leading to the misconception for readers. The misconception
affects not only people’s knowledge but also the feeling and relationship among people
in different areas, both domestic and international, since such maps depict the non-
Siamese as weaker than the reality.

Therefore in the present time, which is the period that people in the ASEAN
community are able to access and exchange information more easily and more
comfortably, the presentation of historical maps should be done carefully, be congruent
with the real historical contexts rather than a nationalism view, and avoid any
perspective causing conflicts among people in the regions. Moreover, the creation of
universal historical maps or atlas of Southeast Asia should be supported to raise the

unity in ASEAN community.

Keywords: Historical maps, Territorial governance
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